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Obſervations on Writing, made by ſome of the moſt reputable Merchants and Teachers in and near London. 
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E HE neceſſity of publiſhing the plain and eaſy Copies in this Book will, it is preſumed, evidently appear to any Perſon who duly conſiders 
the injury the Public have ſuſtained by the extenſive Publications of ridiculous Forms of Letters. A minute inſpection of a large 
Book of engraved Writing is enough to convince any rational Perſon that the Letters contained in it conſiſt of a large number of ſuperfluous 
Strokes, which are not only very improper for Buſineſs, but are very unfit for Youth to imitate becauſe they contain but little if any thing 
that is meritorious, and are often ſo formed as to rob Youth of their Time in trying to write like them, The different Joinings in the Text 
and Round-Hands, which keep the Pen on the Paper from the beginnings to the endings of Words, would render thoſe Hands ſuperior to 
the Italic-Print for titling Books, &c. were Teachers to confine their Pupils to the making of plain ſtrong ſmall Letters, ſhort and eaſy 
Capitals, very ſmall unflouriſhed Loops, and ſhort plain Stems, It is for the Sake of rendering the 'Text and Round-Hands conſpicuous 
and intelligible that they are written, and therefore the inelegant Strokes commonly uſed in flouriſhing the Letters belonging to Single- 
Line Copies, or any Examples to teach by, are unworthy of Public-Applauſe, Public-utility ſhould be judiciouſly conſidered in every 
Publication; but our moſt extenſive and expenſive Publications for Learners to write after, appear full of ridiculous, whimſical and inju- 
rious deſigns. The eaſieſt, ſhorteſt, and plaineſt Methods of Writing, are certainly the moſt eligible; becauſe Legibility, Expedition, and 
the Buſineſs of the Public abſolutely require it. Ornament, if ever practiſed, ſhould be confined to Tradeſmens Addrefles, Frontiſpieces, 
Ornamental Pages, &c, or only tb the Parts of Penmanſhip to which it belongs. Introducing it ſo often as Writing-maſters do in new 
and fantaſtic Letters and Strokes, injure Young People very much in their attempting to Learn, and _ plunges many into a Labyrinth of 
Errors, from which they are ſeldom able to reſcue themſelves. Uſeful. and neceſſary Writing conſiſts in forming Letters in a ſhort, eaſy, 
and plain manner, and with as little Stroke as the Letters to be written will admit of. The various Deſigns we ſo often ſee in Tradeſ- 
mens Cards, Signs, &c. would appear ridiculous in a Merchant's or a Tradeſman's Books. It is erroneous to attempt to obtain Command 
of Hand by flouriſhing ſmall Letters, though we ſo often ſee it attempted, And. the inſignificant practice of pretending to repreſent as 
ſtruck, or the real ſtriking of Round-Text Capitals, ought to be aboliſhed, as it is quite uſeleſs, and better Methods of acquiring Freedom 
might ably be adopted. The Italic Capitals, which are nothing more than the Roman Print-ones ſlop'd, were undoubtedly invented for Plain- 
neſs and Perſpicuity, and why ſhould not this Country, hid is renowned for Writing, avoid the numerous, inſignificant, and unneceſſary 
Turnings and Windings, and, in ſhort, all improper Flouriſhes in the Formation of Letters. Plain Writing, and that which is commonly 
publiſhed as ornamental, ſhould be ſeparately and diſtinctly treated of; but in our modern Penmanſhip both are N intermixed, 
and the Learner has a multitude of inſurmountable difficulties to try to overcome. F 

To conclude. . Though the Reaſons adduced are but few in proportion to the many that might be juſtly advanced, yet it is humbly hoped 
they will prove ſerviceable. It is evident the Public hitherto has derived but little if any advantage from our moſt elaborate and expenſive 
Publications of Penmanſhip ; becauſe almoſt every Line in them abounds with ſo many detrimental and improper Strokes, that they cannot - 
with propriety be looked upon otherwiſe than very ill Judged Precedents either for Imitation, Buſineſs, Trade, or any public arcs creep 
that of an Fer or Letter-Delineator. 6 
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Private Teacher of Wriging: Pram and the Mathematics, in 22 2 Soho. 
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